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by millions of copies, could have set in motion,
and could have kept in progress for nearly two
thousand years, a revolution that first swept the
Roman Empire within four hundred years, and
since has swept the world ? A more preposterous
supposition could not disgrace the brains of an
idiot. But the brief works of our evangelists have
actually done this very thing, and now are floating
upon the popular tide more triumphantly than
ever, translated in every language and extending
into every clime.

The first question now to be settled by the
a priori reason of infidelity includes a settlement
of this point: How did these naturally incom-
petent authors write such a wonderful history,
and how has it accomplished such a wonderful
revolution ? Undeniably, here is a mighty moral
miracle, the effects of which all men know by
their own experience. No man can deny it. The
Gospels themselves have predicted their own suc-
cess, which is now confessedly great, but yet to
be realized in a far greater degree, beyond the
experience of our own age; and if any now dispute
their claim, they are bound to support all oppo-
sition by explaining this moral miracle to the sat-
isfaction of the common-sense of mankind, or
accept the doctrine of their inspiration and diffu-
sion by divine efficiency. This is the alternative
now set before the champions of infidelity; 3~et
they decline to explain the facts of the documents,
on the one hand, and to accept the doctrine, on
the other. Whether the accredited evangelists
be or be not the authors of these documents, the